NT 4335 - BIBLICAL THEOLOGY
Austin Graduate School of Theology
Fall 2019

Professor: Allan J. McNicol

Office: 7640 Guadalupe St., Room 203

Conference: By appointment

Classroom: 7640 Guadalupe St., Room 202

Phone: 476-2772 (work); 331-6880 (home); e-mail: mcnicol@austingrad.edu

Course Description

The purpose of this course in Biblical Theology is to survey major themes of the theology of
the Bible. Given this stance, certain presuppositions for the course are set forth that will be of
help for the student in understanding the strategy of the course and approach of the instructor.

First, a point regarding the role of biblical theology is worthy of note. Biblical theology starts
with the presupposition of the existence of the church as a living community that exists to
remember, perpetuate, and live by the record of God’s faithfulness to his creation in the
history of Israel and in the life of Jesus Christ. The Bible, the basic text for the church, is the
literary deposit of the history of that record. Indeed, the Bible may be viewed as a narrative
account of the unfolding story of God’s revelation of himself (Salvation History). In this
context, biblical theology is the systematic study of what the Bible says about the God of
Israel and Jesus of Nazareth, how this God called a people, revealed himself to them, and
how the people of God are to respond and live. Biblical theology is grounded in a norm:
namely that the God of Abraham revealed himself decisively in the historical particularity of
calling a special people culminating in the life of Jesus. It is not a defense of the dogma of a
particular church. Indeed, ever since the Enlightenment, good biblical theology has often
functioned as a corrective agent for some of the theologies of the institutional church.

Second, a word should be said about the role of biblical theology within the total theological
spectrum. The instructor takes the position that there is a comprehensive interpretive scheme
of reality embedded in the biblical materials that informed and structured the ancient church.
The bedrock of this reality that informed the people of God may be called “their story”;
biblical theology is simply critical reflection on that story. As George Lindbeck has said, a
religion (i.e., the Christian faith) is like a language or a culture; it shapes subjectivities. Its
raison d’étre is to provide a “narrative framework™ wherein the most important issues of
human life are addressed and answered. This story functions as a torch that those who come
later use to light other torches (members and prospective members of the Christian
community) through its narration, and by participating in its institutional dimensions. It
should be noted that it is the task of the pulpit minister (the most visible interpreter in the
modern Christian community which remembers God’s faithfulness to creation) to work out
what constitutes the appropriate faith response of the believing community to God today.
Usually the central medium where this comes together is the sermon. Thus the sermon should
call on the resources of historical and systematic theology, church history, and above all
biblical theology and exegesis in order to bring to bear the Word in an ever fresh and faithful
way to the people of God today. Our task in this course is preparatory to this approach. It
provides an appropriate foundation for those who must take up the awesome task of
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preaching. To say this modestly, “We are simply trying to help the student get the biblical
story straight.”

It should be stressed that an essential task of this course is to present an integrative
understanding of the nature of the biblical story. We will look at a considerable number of
biblical texts in the course; but our intent in doing this will be to highlight how particular
texts function to ground important elements and doctrines of the biblical story. Every family
has a story. The church has a story as well. Our controlling purpose is to understand that story
thoroughly.

Finally, I would like to say a word about the textbook for this course. Usually I do not use a
book | have written as a textbook for my classes. (I am capable of expressing my views on
topics that the class covers and prefer that students read what others thoughtfully say about
the subject matter.) But for many years in the course of teaching biblical theology | have
come to some firm conclusions. | believe there is such a thing as a unified biblical story. As
noted, | believe the Bible is the story of the people of God that should be read as a realistic
narrative of how a gracious God made certain promises to a special people. Although often
endangered, these promises are maintained, renewed, take on new dimensions, and finally at
the end of the age those who live by them are vindicated. Procedurally, we will read a number
of chapters of my book that will provide coherence to the course as well as others essays that
are important for giving more specific information on particular issues of biblical theology.

Goals

A. The student will know in substantive detail the basic narrative account of the story
of the people of God in the Bible as it emerges in various genres of biblical
literature.

B. The student will grasp the foundational doctrinal perspectives and commitments
that are housed within the “narrative framework™ of the Christian story. He or she
will gain insight as to how these perspectives function as the basic building blocks
for doing biblical theology.

Objectives
A. The student will become familiar with the broad thrusts of the major themes of
biblical theology.

B. The student will be able to take these themes and learn how to determine their
proper connection with one another.

C. The student will develop a capacity to articulate basic biblical theological
concepts.

Library Resources

A. 8:00-5:00 Monday-Friday; evenings Monday-Thursday (except Wed) until 10:00.

B. APTS Library; Episcopal Seminary Library.

C. Austin Graduate School of Theology Library provides an abundance of databases
and software resources for theological study. Check with the librarian for details.
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V. Requirements

A Regular preparation for each class chiefly by doing the reading assignment
regularly each week.

B. This is a capstone course in the undergraduate program. Each week students will
submit a one-page summary of the reading assignment on time.

C. Two 1-1/2 hour tests over class notes and secondary readings.

VI.  Method of Evaluation
The final grade will be based upon the following:
Two Tests 25% each
Summary Assessment
of one-page papers  50%

Credit students are required to do all the summaries. If the summary assessment of
the reading assignments is not handed in — or is unsatisfactory — up to a 2%
deduction on the final grade will take place each time this occurs. Students are
expected to get these papers in on time. Persistent late submission will incur an
additional penalty.

VII. Textbooks
Bible -- preferably RSV or any mainstream Bible

Allan J. McNicol, The Persistence of God’s Endangered Promises: The Bible’s Unified
Story (London/N.Y.: Bloomsbury T&T Clark), 2018.

(Some of the secondary reading for this course is found in material on reserve in the
Austin Grad library; students are welcome to photocopy this if they please.)

VIII. Course Outline
Week 1: Initial Meeting, Overview and Opening Lecture
Overview of the Biblical Narrative
Week 2:  An Outline of the Unified Story
Reading: Persistence of God’s Endangered Promises, 3-11; 32-45; Michael Pahl, “A
Story of Sin’s Curse (Genesis 3)” in The Beginning and the End, 35-44 (on
file)

Week 3:  Israel’s Story: God’s Promises to a Marginalized People
Readings: Persistence, 49-74; Ellen Davis, “Abraham’s Radical Trust” (on file)

Week 4:  The Good News of Jesus: Restoration for Israel is at Hand
Reading: Persistence, 77-96

Week 5:  Matthew: The Transforming Word Goes Forth to Israel
Reading: Persistence, 97-117; The Gospel of Matthew
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Week 6:
Reading:

Week 7:
Week 8:
Reading:

Week 9:
Reading:

Week 10:
Readings:

Week 11:
Reading:

Week 12:
Readings:

Week 13:
Readings:

Week 14:

Week 15:
Reading:

Week 16:

The Pauline Orbit: To The Gentiles
Persistence, 118-138; 1 Thess 4-5; Philippians 2

Test 1: October 9

Luke-Acts: In Defense of the Unification of Jew and Gentile as the People of
God
Persistence, 139-157; Gospel of Luke; Acts 1-2

The End of the Story
Revelation; Michael Pahl, “A Vision of New Creation,” in The Beginning
and the End, 77-88 (on file)

What the Story Means to Me

The Human in the First and New Creation

Patrick D. Miller, “What is a Human Being? The Anthropology of Scripture,”
in What About the Soul? Neuroscience and Christian Anthropology, 63-73
(on file)

Life and the Battle / Defeat of Death in the Bible
N. T. Wright, New Heavens, New Earth: The Biblical Picture of Christian
Hope, 3-24 (on file)

The Johannine Vision of God’s Triumph
Persistence, 186-203

As We Await the End: Life in the Church

Allan McNicol, “In Remembrance of Jesus,” CS 18, 15-28 (on file); Anthony
Cross, “The Evangelical Sacrament: baptisma semper reformandum,”
Evangelical Quarterly 80:3, 195-217 (on file)

Thanksgiving Week (Nov. 27) No Class

Normed by Scripture: The Gospel We Preach
Persistence, 174-185; 207-212

Test 2 — December 11
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