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A Lament
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flect the distinctive principles and emphases of the Lutheran tradition.
Whereas some of my Lutheran friends and colleagues have joined

other churches, especially Roman Catholic and Orthodox, I remain a

Lutheran by religious experience and theological conviction. Though 1
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have witnessed and lament the near collapse of confessional theology
in Lutheran seminary education, the eclipse of catechesis in Christian
education, massive ignorance of doctrine on the part of the laity, and
wanton disregard of church discipline among bishops and pastors,
such enfeebling problems neither make me less Lutheran nor tempt me
to become something else. | have never been able to imagine myselt as

other than Lutheran under the existing conditions of church division,
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® Entering into Christ: Baptism
®Par ti ci pati ngLornd oGh rh
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® Loving God in Assembly: Worship and
Singing
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® Georg Calixtus (1613)

® To unite all Christians on the basis of scripture and doctrinal traditions of
first five centuries

® PeterMeiderlin (1620)

® "We would be in the best shape if we kept
In essentials, Unity;
In non-essentials, Liberty;
and in both Charity. oo

® Carl Braaten(2010)

® oevangelical without being Protes
orthodox without being Easterno
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® | hope no reader will suppose that ‘'mere' Christianity is here put forward as ar
alternative to the creeds of the existing communionsas if a man could adopt it
In preference to Congregationalism or Greek Orthodoxy or anything else.

® It is more like a hall out of which doors open into several rooms. If | can bring
anyone into.that hall | shall have done what | attempted. But it is in the rooms,
not in the hall, that there are fires and chairs and meals. The hall is a place to
wait in, a place from which to try the various doors, not a place to live in. For
that purpose the worst of the rooms (whichever that may be) is, | think,
preferable. It is true that some people may find they have to wait in the hall for
considerable time, while others feel certain almost at once which door they mt
knock at. | do not know why there is this difference, but | am sure God keeps |
one waiting unless He sees that it is good for him to wait. When you do get int
your room you will find that the long wait has done you some kind of good
which you would not have had otherwise. But you must regard it as waiting, nc
as camping. You must keep on praying for light: and, of course, even in the he
you must begin trying to obey the rules which are common to the whole house



